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Lucid Kashmir Travels Guide to a Perfect
Winter Trip to Gulmarg

Gulmarg, whose name is often translated as "meadow of flowers," transforms each winter
into a snowy playground. Its slopes draw skiers and snowboarders, its gondola carries
visitors high into the Pir Panjal range and its quiet snow-covered meadows enchant families
and couples alike. A winter visit requires careful planning, from choosing the right dates to
booking heated accommodation and preparing for snow-related delays. Travellers
comparing a kashmir tour package with Gulmarg at its centre often ask how many days to
spend, which activities suit beginners and what to pack. This guide from Lucid Kashmir

Travels answers those questions and helps you plan a smooth, memorable winter trip.

Getting to Guimarg

Most travellers fly into Srinagar and drive to Gulmarg, a journey of roughly two hours in
normal conditions. After heavy snowfall, the final stretch may require vehicles fitted for
snow, and travel times can increase. Lucid Kashmir Travels arranges vehicles and drivers
experienced in winter driving.

Best Time for Show

o December: Snow begins to build; festive season crowds around Christmas and New Year.
e January: Often the coldest month with heavy snowfall; excellent for snow lovers.
e February: Good snow cover and slightly longer days.

¢ Early March: Snow often remains on higher slopes; fewer crowds.

Weather varies each year, so flexibility is important.

The Gulmarg Gondola

The gondola is one of Gulmarg's highlights. Phase 1 takes visitors to Kongdori, where snow
activities and views are popular. Phase 2 continues higher toward Apharwat, offering
breathtaking mountain panoramas when weather permits. Tickets can sell out in peak
season, so plan early and check operating status, as strong winds or heavy snow can pause
operations.
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Activities for Every Traveller

Skiing and Snowboarding

Beginners can take lessons with certified instructors on gentle slopes, while experienced
skiers explore longer runs. Rent equipment from reputable shops and wear helmets.

Sledging and Snow Play

Sledges pulled by local operators are popular with families. Agree on prices beforehand.

Snow Walks

Short walks through snowy meadows and forests offer peaceful moments and beautiful
photographs.

Snowmobile Rides

Available in some areas; follow safety instructions carefully.

Weather and Daylight

Winter days are short, so plan outdoor activities between mid-morning and mid-afternoon
when temperatures are kinder and light is best. Evenings are ideal for warm meals, kahwa
and rest.

Choosing Accommodation

Winter comfort depends on heating. Ask about central heating or reliable room heaters, hot
water availability and backup power. Gulmarg has a range of hotels, from cosy guesthouses
to larger resorts. Booking through an experienced travel agency in kashmir helps ensure

accommodation suits winter conditions and that bookings are confirmed during busy
periods.

Suggested Itinerary

Day 1: Arrive in Srinagar, shikara ride, overnight houseboat or hotel.
Day 2: Drive to Gulmarg, settle in, snow walk.

Day 3: Gondola ride and snow activities.

Day 4: Ski lesson or relaxed day, optional excursion.

Day 5: Return to Srinagar, local markets.

Day 6: Departure, or continue to Pahalgam.

What to Pack

e Thermal layers, fleece and a waterproof insulated jacket
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Waterproof boots and trousers

Gloves, woollen cap and neck warmer

Sunglasses and sunscreen

Lip balm and moisturiser

e Personal medicines

Ski clothing and boots can also be rented locally.

Safety Tips

¢ Follow instructions from ski instructors and operators

Avoid off-slope areas without professional guides due to avalanche risk

Stay hydrated and take breaks to warm up

Check weather forecasts daily

Keep emergency contacts handy

Travelling With Children and Elderly Family Members

Gulmarg in winter suits families, but extra care helps. Dress children in waterproof layers,
plan shorter outdoor sessions and keep snacks and warm drinks handy. Elderly travellers
should avoid overexertion at altitude and may prefer the first gondola phase, where views
are excellent without going to the highest point. Choose hotels close to the gondola base or
main activity areas to reduce walking on icy paths.

Combining Gulmarg With Other Destinations

Many visitors combine Gulmarg with Srinagar and Pahalgam for a more varied trip. In winter,
allow extra travel time between destinations and avoid scheduling long drives on the same
day as major activities. A flexible plan lets you shift activities if heavy snow or wind affects
the gondola.

Budget Considerations

Costs vary by season, hotel category and activities. Gondola tickets, equipment rentals,
lessons and sledge rides add to the base package. Comparing the best tour packages for

kashmir that clearly list inclusions helps avoid surprises.

How Lucid Kashmir Travels Helps

Lucid Kashmir Travels plans winter trips with heated accommodation, experienced drivers,
flexible itineraries and local support throughout your stay. The team can add Srinagar,
Pahalgam or Sonamarg depending on conditions.


https://lucidkashmirtravels.com/
https://lucidkashmirtravels.com/

Lucid Kashmir Travels also keeps guests informed about weather updates and gondola
operations during their stay, so plans can be adjusted quickly.

Final Word

Gulmarg in winter is a dream for snow lovers. Choose your dates, book heated
accommodation early, plan gondola rides and stay flexible with the weather. Lucid Kashmir
Travels is ready to help you create a smooth and memorable winter journey.



